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1. FOREWORD
The European Youth Parliament is a place where you develop yourself, learn a lot and
where you and other people try to find solutions to current problems.
Gabriella Eckardt, 18 year old, participated in the project

From the 15th to the 20th of April 2021, the city of Maastricht - the birthplace of the modern European Union
and probably the most European city of the Netherlands - formed the background for an online meeting of the
European Youth Parliament. For six days, 130 young people between the ages of 15-27 dialed in from 24
countries to discuss their vision for the future of Europe with each other and with policy-makers. Around
twenty organisers were on location in Maastricht to set up and host the meeting from the city.
On the agenda was the topic of digitalisation. The issues that were discussed included protecting citizen’s
rights in the digital sphere, hybrid threats such as misinformation, the challenges of online education, and the
rise of online sexual violence. For six days, young participants have discussed these topics and came up with
their own ideas for a Europe fit for the digital age.
The project enjoyed wide support, and has been organised in close collaboration with local partners such as
Studio Europa Maastricht and the Rhine-Meuse-North euroregion, as well as government institutions such as
the Ministry of the Interior, the Ministry of Defence and the European Parliament.
The project is by young people, for young people and has been entirely set up by young volunteers. The
European Youth Parliament (EYP) is a politically neutral non-profit network for civic education, in 40 European
countries. Since 1987, the EYP has provided young people with a platform to exchange ideas. Bringing young
people from diﬀerent cultures together, EYP builds intercultural understanding and friendships. Due to the
uncertainty of the COVID-19 pandemic and related measures, young people can currently not come together in
the way that we would like. Still, the EYP finds it extremely important that young people continue to be
heard, especially in times of crisis. This is why we have proceeded with this project in a digital format, bringing
together 130 young people from 24 countries and engaging them in conversation with each other and with
policy-makers from the regional, national and international level.

4
European Youth Parliament the Netherlands

2. REVIEW
A look back at the event, taking place from the 15th until the 20th of April 2021.

15th: Opening Ceremony
On the evening of the 15th, the conference was
oﬀicially opened with a ceremony. Organisers of
the European Youth Parliament welcomed our 130
participants with a spoken message from the
Gouvernment on the Meuse, where the Maastricht
Treaty was signed. Our first guest speaker was prof.
dr. Rianne Letschert, the rector of Maastricht
University, who spoke about the diﬀiculties young
students face amidst a pandemic. She was followed
by the second guest speaker: Jeremy Rollison,
Microso ’s Senior Director of EU Governmental
Aﬀairs.

16th to 18th: Teambuilding, discussions
and talks with decision-makers and
experts
Our 130 participants of various backgrounds and ages were split
into 9 committees. On the first day, online games and activities
helped participants to get to know each other, and create a safe
environment for discussions. For three days, each committee
discussed a current European topic related to digitalisation.
Participants learned about policy-making, current issues and
reaching consensus. Each committee eventually summarized
their stance and their recommendations in a written resolution.
The 9 youthful and innovative resolutions have been shared with
the European Parliament, the Ministry of Defence, and the
Ministry of the Interior. Every group has been advised by a
decision-maker or expert on the topic. The young participants have engaged with policy-makers from
Ministries and European Union programmes, decision-makers from the private sector and experts from the
University of Maastricht.
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18th: Panel debate and Q&A
On the 18th of April, we hosted a panel debate on
social media with guests Catalina Goanta
(Maastricht University), Kim van Sparrentak
(Member of the European Parliament) and Patrick
Beyer (Member of the European Parliament). The
discussion was hosted by European Youth
Parliament member and PhD candidate Zahra
Runderkamp. Topics ranged from online
censorship, to online misinformation and lastly
online hatred, which is too o en anonymous and
aimed at women. We were happy to see many
participants in the audience asking questions.

16th to 18th: Morning activities
Every morning, participants on location and remotely had
the opportunity to join morning programmes, such as the
powerful, energising work-out hosted through Zoom by
Chantal Achterberg, former Dutch olympic rower and
data analyst at CGI. These morning trainings set the tone
for a productive rest of the day!

19th: Workplace Europe and Youth Poll
on the Future of Europe
On Monday 19th, participants of the International Forum
joined “Workplace Europe” organised by Studio Europa,
Maastricht’s local expertise centre on European aﬀairs. The
online workplace connected regional policy-makers and
companies from the Euroregion with young Europe to discuss
digitalisation. Workplace Europe allowed our participants
from 23 countries to make a real impact in the Euregion.
Participants gained practical knowledge about local realities.
“It provided us a chance to work with real companies and was
quite refreshing” said one participant. A report on these
discussions will be published by Studio Europa. In addition, a
poll - the Youth Poll on the Future of Europe - was conducted among participants. The results of the poll will
be shared in an upcoming summit between young people and the European Parliament.
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19th: Cultural tour
Under normal circumstances, all participants would
have been welcomed to the city of Maastricht and
enjoyed all the city has to oﬀer. Due to the covid-19
pandemic, we aimed to still showcase the city to
our participants from all over Europe. Various video
productions were created, such as a tour through
the city, an exclusive tour of the closed Marres
House for Contemporary Culture and a short
documentary about the
Mathieu
Hermans
bakery which is famous
for its vlaai - a pie
traditional
to
the
region. In addition to the video productions, participants also received a goodie
box with products from the region - such as Blanche Dael tea - and postcards, as
well as a city guide.

19th: Euroconcert in
the Sint Janskerk
In order to celebrate the diversity and the talent of Europe’s
young people, a concert was hosted on the evening of the
19th. It was live streamed from the Sint Janskerk, one of the
most iconic churches in Maastricht. Performances were given
in the church, as well as remotely through videos recorded by
our online participants.

20th: Plenary
ceremony

debate

and

closing

On the last day, all 9 committees came together to debate their
proposed resolutions during the "General Assembly": a plenary
debate including speeches, responses, constructive points and
voting on each resolution. Almost all resolutions were passed by
the General Assembly. The conference was closed by an oﬀicial
closing ceremony and an inspiring message from the volunteers
who organised the event.
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3. GOALS AND RESULTS
This event of the European Youth Parliament has gathered 130
participants, of which 35 were volunteers, from a diverse range of ages
and nationalities. Participants’ ages ranged from 15 to 27, with an average
age of 19. Of the participants, 64,6% identified as female, 32,3% identified
as male and 3,1% did not conform to a gender binary. In total, 24
nationalities participated in the event.

A) Increase intercultural understanding
“Although I already knew that ethics play a big role in our society, during my
participation in this session I came to realise how big it is and how important it is to
take others beliefs and values into consideration”
Marta Seredyńska, 17 years old, participated in the project
Today, many young people experience prejudice or xenophobia due to a lack of
intercultural understanding. This is why the European Youth Parliament has the
goal to increase intercultural communication between diverse youngsters. A er
having participated in this event, 80% said they learned to approach cultural
diﬀerences in a respectful manner and 70% said they made friends from other
European countries. Lastly, 82,5% said they learned to recognise the diversity
of European society.

The event has gathered a diverse pool of participants from 24 countries across Europe, of which The
Netherlands supplied the largest number of participants. The share per country can be seen in the graph
below. We are very thankful to our partner organisations across Europe for motivating participants from their
country to participate.
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B) Develop young people’s social and professional skills
It is important for young people of all backgrounds to be oﬀered the chance to learn skills that can enhance
their future opportunities. A er having participated in Maastricht 2021, 75% of our participants said that
participating in this project helped them to improve their confidence and their public speaking skills. 62,5%
said this project has oﬀered them new insights into their future, and introduced them to areas that they can
study or potentially work in. “EYP is one of the best ways to learn how to develop multiple skills” said one
of our participants.

C) Provide a platform for young people to express and exchange opinions
The European Youth Parliament believes there is a great need for the youth to be heard in the political sphere.
Young people want to contribute to society, but not all young people have access to a platform where they can
express their opinions. Out of our participants, 75% said this project helped them to form their own opinions.
And 90% of the participants felt that their opinion was heard and valued during the programme. 77,5% of the
participants said that pçrticipating in Maastricht 2021 has helped them to recognise and respect diﬀerent
perspectives.

“This experience allowed me to appreciate the power of listening to others. While
standing by your own opinions, values and beliefs is so important, it is equally
important to listen to others.”
- one of our participants

D) Bring young people closer to policy-making and decision-making
There is a divide between young people and policy-makers, and young people are not always interested in
democratic processes. This is why the European Youth Parliament finds it important to connect young people
with policy-makers and decision-makers. At Maastricht 2021, young participants engaged in discussions with
policy-makers from government institutions, as well as Members of the European Parliament. “I found it
very interesting to hear from someone who actually works in the field” said one of our participants. Young
participants also valued that their opinion was heard by the guests: “I found it valuable to see that people
from an older generation are interested in what the youth has to say.”

A er having participated in this event of the European Youth Parliament, 77,5%
said that participating has helped them better understand how (European)
decision-making and government institutions work: “During the session I
understood which and how every EU institution works and contributes to
decision-making processes and organises its actions.”
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E) Stimulate active citizenship
The EYP hopes to stimulate and encourage young people to become active citizens: a generation of diverse,
young changemakers, equipped with the knowledge and skills needed to positively shape the world around
them. A er participating in Maastricht 2021, 77,5% of participants said they were now more willing to get
involved in society and or politics at local, national or international level.

“I got to meet all sorts of motivated young people of diﬀerent nationalities who are all
ambitious to make a change, and I found this really inspiring.”
Mirre Prinsze, 24 years old, participated in the project

F) Local impact
During the event, we have aimed to showcase the region of Maastricht and Zuid-Limburg to young people of
23 diﬀerent nationalities. “During the exchange with companies at Workplace Europe, I found it valuable to
learn about smaller businesses from the region” said one of our participants. On top of that, more than three
quarters (77,5%) of our participants said that they felt connected to the city of Maastricht and the region
a er having participated, despite attending remotely through online tools.
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4. OUTCOME
For five days, the participating young
people - all of them from the digital
generation
discussed
issues
surrounding
digitalisation
and
innovation in the European Union. A er
careful research, discussion and
consideration, as well as consultations
with experts and decision-makers, the
young participants came up with nine
actions that they believe the EU
should take in the area of digitalisation
and innovation. They are:
1) Use digital means to improve the
engagement between policy makers
and the younger generations
We want the politicians to hear the voice of the
youth and for the policies to better reflect what
the youth wants. By making use of digital
means, it is possible to politically and socially
engage a diverse group of young people. To
achieve this, we need to raise awareness
amongst youths of varying backgrounds and
empower young activists by enabling them to
use digital engagement as an eﬀective tool for
change.

2) Address the issues of eﬀectiveness,
mental health impact and inclusivity
around digital learning
Tackle the current issues around online and
distance learning by firstly ensuring that there
is enough money for institutions to adequately
support online distance learning. Secondly,
raise the awareness of mental health problems
whilst destigmatising receiving mental health
support. Thirdly, stimulate Member States to
adhere to a harmonised standard of distance
learning. Ultimately, ensure that there is a safe

network for students and teachers is in place
which also meets the educational needs of
students and teachers alike.

3) Promote sustainable technological
growth while also ensuring digital
sovereignty
EU citizens have to be provided with education
on the topics related to data protection as it is
becoming an everyday issue. The EU needs
technology companies that will be able to
eﬀiciently and sustainably compete with global
powers, while establishing grounds for
technological advancements in accordance
with European values. It is crucial to ensure
more transparency about data collection and
its usage, while making sure that the key
players have access to the open data they
need.

4) Facilitate the development of
genome editing technology in a way
that is safe, ethical and accessible
for all European citizens
To ensure this, it is necessary to establish a
common European legislative framework that
delineates the boundaries of scientific research
without being excessively restrictive and
allowing for some room for Member States
where that is needed. The promotion of
genome editing should be done in a manner
that does not exacerbate existing social
diﬀerences and should provide a clear
distinction
between
treatment
and
enhancement. Finally, more public discourse
where both patient groups, scientists and
legislators are present is needed to combat
existing social stigma.
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5) Achieve a full green transition of
all areas in the industrial value
chain to benefit the economy and
the environment
There is a need to change mindsets and
highlight the urgency of enabling a green
industry and energy transition, both among
individuals and corporations. Providers and
consumers of green energy need to be
supported through increased subsidies. EU
institutions also need to reignite a wide
discussion on research into sustainable
technologies and introduce a clear and
concrete design for the green transition that
companies can follow.

6) Harness the positive aspects of
video games, but combat the
ongoing prevalence of compulsive
gaming among youngsters
The European Youth Parliament invites the
European Commission to create a Task Force
composed of stakeholders that both aﬀect and
are aﬀected by video games. Their
responsibility is to assist the Commission in the
hope of creating a legal framework and policy
proposals for the Member States to create a
European operational framework that would
help better their pedagogy through
game-based learning and gamification and
safeguard their citizens from video game
addiction.

7) Ensure protection against
image-based sexual abuse and
cyber sexual harassment on the
internet
Promote tighter and cohesive regulatory
frameworks of online platforms in order to
ensure the protection of children, adults, and
members of vulnerable groups from
cyber-sexual abuse and harassment. Secondly,

streamline the reporting and prosecution
mechanisms in order to ensure eﬀective
prevention and penalisation of oﬀenders.
Furthermore, bridge the gaps of research and
promote knowledge sharing by experts across
the EU. Lastly, establish a basic standard of
awareness and education on consent and
reducing risks of victimhood.

8) Create a more dynamic exchange
of goods, people, services and
cultures in cross-border regions
The European Youth Parliament wishes to
highlight the crucial role cross-border regions
play in furthering European integration by
releasing their full potential for spontaneous
territorial cooperation, social cohesion, and
regional innovation. Our goal is to facilitate a
dynamic exchange of goods, people, services,
funds, and culture in cross-border regions by
introducing bi- and multilateral social security
agreements, more eﬀicient recognition of
professional and educational qualifications
obtained in a neighbouring country and
reallocating further funding to public
transportation
in
peripherally
located
cross-border areas. Moreover, we aim to
improve the quality of life in border regions by
ensuring access to quick help in case of an
emergency, whether it be medical, firefighting
or police intervention by providing borderless
movement. Lastly, we wish to fight
discrimination
and
bring
people
in
cross-border areas closer to one another
socially and linguistically by introducing joint
university programmes, research projects, and
language classes.

9) Coordinate a European response
against hybrid threats
The European Youth Parliament stresses the
need to raise awareness of hybrid threats
among Europeans and give the European
institutions suﬀicient resources to lead the
response at the EU level. To achieve this, the
12
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flow of information and knowledge between
Member 38 States must be improved through,
for example, a coordinated intelligence-sharing
campaign involving all Member States'
Ministries of Defence. The EYP calls for the
strengthening of existing security and defense
institutions such as Permanent Structured

Cooperation, ENISA and Frontex, since their full
potential in this field has not yet been tapped.
The most appropriate response to hybrid
threats involves cross-domain collaboration,
where the so and hard power of the EU meet
the geopolitical expertise of Member States in
their own territories.
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5. FINANCES (SUMMARY)
Income

Before taxes

A er taxes

A

Contribution participants

€1,685.00

€1,545.87

B

Subsidies

€26,000.00

€25,834.86

C

Private sponsorships

€12,000.00

€9,917.36

TOTAL

€39,685.00

€37,298.09

Including VAT

Excluding VAT

€10,231.90

€9,387.06

Expenditure
A

Accommodation

B

Venues

€250.00

€229.36

C

Speakers and guests

€303.88

€278.79

D

Catering

€237.48

€217.87

E

Goodieboxes

€8,060.83

€7,395.26

F

Travel costs volunteers

€707.63

€649.20

G

Transport

€217.27

€199.33

H

Communication / production

€2,989.50

€2,742.66

I

Miscellaneous

€1,022.32

€937.91

J

Organisational costs

€7,041.23

€6,459.84

K

Unforeseen costs

€229.95

€210.96

€31,291.99

€28,708.25

TOTAL
A comprehensive financial overview is available on request.

The European Youth Parliament in The Netherlands (Stichting Europees Jeugdparlement Nederland) is a
not-for-profit organisation that enjoys the ANBI designation.
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6. (SOCIAL) MEDIA COVERAGE

Short documentary about Informative video “The City Short documentary about
in Facts” about Maastricht
Mathieu Hermans Bakery
Marres House of Contemporary
Culture

Promotional
video
“Meet Maastricht” online “Maastricht: The workplace
city tour
for a better Europe”

Article on RTV Maastricht

“Europees Jeugdparlement
komt samen in Maastricht,
maar dan online” article on
Limburg24

Find us on:
facebook.com/maastricht2021 | linkedin.com/company/maastricht2021/ | maastricht2021.eyp.nl

15
European Youth Parliament The Netherlands

In key partnership with:

Supported by:

Media partner:

Initiated by:

Our partners' support for this publication does not constitute an endorsement of the contents and our
partners cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained herein.
© 2021 by Stichting Europees Jeugdparlement Nederland

